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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,657  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

inid-year,  1945  . . . . . . . . 15,260 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  mid-year,  1945  . . 4,413 

Rateable  Value,  mid-year,  1946  . . . . . . /!08,474 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  at  1st  April,  1946  2'^02/2/4 

VITA  L S T A T I S DC  S 

LIVE  HlirrilS-  dotal  AI  F 

I legitimate  . . . . 253  131  122 

Illegitimate  . . . . 24  10  14 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . . . . 18.14 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  estimated 

population  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.1 

SddLL  BIRddlS—  Total  M F 

Legitimate  . . . . 13  8 5 

Illegitimate  . . . . 1 1 0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  . . . . . . . . . . 50.54 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . . . . . . 0.91 

Rate  per  1,000  population  of  England  and  Wales  . . 0.46 

DIEVrilS  - dotal  M F 

159  87  72 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  . . 10.41 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  in  England 

and  Wales  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.4 

AiAdd^:RNAL  xAioirrALrrY- 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  . . . . Nil 

Other  Alaternal  Causes  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . Nil 

Alaternal  Alortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.79 

INFANTILE  AlORTALITY—  Total  AI  F 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  . . 11  6 5 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  . . 2 1 1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 46.93 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.43 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . . . . . . . . . ..  83.33 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.00 

All  of  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated 
population  given  by  the  Registrar  General. 

MORTALITY- 

The  deaths  include  those  of  28  persons  in  institutions 


outside  the  Borough  ; 19  males  and  9 females. 

The  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . 0 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  . . 10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . 1 

Syphilitic  diseases  . . . . . . . . 1 

Influenza  . . . . . . , . . . 1 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . () 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m) 

and  uterus  (f)  . . . . . . . . 5 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . 1 

Cancer  of  breast  . . . . . . . . 2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . 18 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . . . . . . 26 

Heart  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . . . . 5 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . . . . . . 2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . . . 1 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  . . . . . . 2 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  digestive  diseases  . . . . . . 3 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . 6 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries,  in- 
fantile diseases  . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  maternal  causes  . . . . . . . . 0 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Road  traffic  accidents  . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  violent  causes  . . . . . . . . 2 

All  other  causes  . . . . . . . . 24 


159 


5 


Public  Health  Department, 

Yorkshire  Penny  IHnk  Buildings, 
Market  Place, 

Retford. 

'Po  'Phe  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  August,  1946 

OF  THE  Borough  of  P^ast  Retford. 

Mrs.  Willia.mson  and  (jEntlemen, 

I beg  to  present  a report  on  the  Plealth  Services  and  Health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1945. 

4'his,  the  first  post-war  report  gives  somewhat  more  in- 
formation than  the  ones  compiled  during  the  period  of  host- 
ilities. 

1945  has  been  a momentous  vear  in  world  affairs  with  the 
end  of  both  the  European  and  Asiatic  wars.  In  spite  of  this, 
conditions  remain  very  much  as  they  have  been  during  the 
previous  six  years.  Piquipment  is  on  short  supply  and  there  is 
still  inadequate  staff,  and  the  housing  situation,  if  anything,  has 
deteriorated. 

Imrtunately,  such  time-consuming  duties  as  A.R.P.  and 
Evacuation  including  as  it  did  the  important  work  placed  upon 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  care  of  expectant  mothers 
from  vulnerable  areas,  have  now  ceased. 

d’he  Ante-Natal  Hostel  at  Ordsall  Lodge  which  had  con- 
tinued to  accommodate  expectant  mothers  from  June  1942  was 
closed  on  31st  August. 

'Phe  Ante-Natal  Hostel,  used  chiefly  to  accommodate 
expectant  mothers  from  “flying  bomb”  areas,  at  Fir  Grove, 
Pvondon  Road,  which  was  opened  on  October  13th,  1944,  ceased 
to  be  necessarv,  and  was  closed  down  on  25th  Alarch. 

During  the  period  of  Ordsall  Lodge’s  existence  as  an  Ante- 
Natal  Hostel  1,595  mothers  were  accommodated  while  during 
Pdr  Grove’s  short  life  38  were  cared  for. 

'Phe  Emergency  Maternity  Home  set  up  at  Eaton  Hall  was 
also  closed  on  31st  August,  necessitating  maternity  cases  who 
could  not  be  confined  at  home  being  admitted  to  the  County 
General  Hospital,  Worksop,  as  from  that  date. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Vital  Statistics,  the  number  of  births 
in  the  Borough  has  dropped  considerably  from  1944’s  number  of 
331,  but  in  spite  of  this,  the  birth  rate  is  still  above  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  Unfortunately  the  number 
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of  Still  Births  has  considerably  increased  in  spite  of  constant 
supervision  and  care  of  expectant  mothers  carried  out  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Fortunately  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  has 
decreased  by  30  from  1944’s  level  and  the  death  rate  is  now  less 
than  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  can  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  during  the  year  1945 
there  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  as  compared  to  1944  when  two 
occurred. 

As  regards  Infantile  Alortality,  the  number  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  who  died  during  the  year  has  increased  slightly 
but  the  mortality  rate  for  the  Borough  is  only  slightly  greater 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  list  given  of  the  causes  of  death  that 
there  were,  fortunately,  no  Diphtheria  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Cancer  deaths  has  considerably  in- 
creased during  1945  compared  w ith  1944’s  number  of  20.  Deaths 
from  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  will  be  seen  to  have  also 
increased. 

The  out-break  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  appeared  in  the 
Borough  and  reached  epidemic  proportions  during  the  latter 
part  of  1944  continued  into  the  beginning  of  1945,  53  of  the  year’s 
total  of  82  cases  being  notified  during  the  months  of  Januarv, 
February  and  March. 

Of  the  tw^o  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year,  one 
was  over  the  age  of  16,  while  the  other  which  had  been  im- 
munised was  found  to  be  a carrier,  and  not  really  a case  of  acute 
Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  and  during  the  year  a further 
197  children  were  treated.  This  number  does  not  correspond  to 
the  annual  birth  rate,  so  that  it  is  obvious  there  is  still  a con- 
siderable number  of  parents  who  are  not  taking  advantage  of  the 
facilities  offered  for  protecting  their  children  against  this  deadly 
disease,  d'he  percentage  of  children  treated  in  the  Borough  is 
69.99  for  children  aged  one  to  five  and  95.96  for  children  aged 
five  to  fifteen. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

SERVICES 


Ambulance  Services.  Infectious  diseases  cases  from  the 
Borough  of  East  Retford  which  require  hospitalisation  are 
accommodated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  North  Carlton,  and  are 
transported  there  by  one  or  other  of  the  ambulances  kept  at 
that  hospital  and  maintained  by  the  North  Notts.  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  conveyed  to  hospital 
by  one  of  the  Retford  and  District  Ambulance  Association’s 
ambulances  (phone  : Retford  400  or  603)  ; or  by  the  ambulance 
which  is  kept  at  the  Corporation  Yard,  and  maintained  by  the 
Corporation  (phone  ; Retford  102)  if  the  Ambulance  Association 
vehicles  are  not  available. 

Laboratory  Services.  Specimens  of  milk,  throat  swabs, 
etc.  which  require  special  examination  and  which  are  sent  in 
by  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  area  or  are  obtained  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Public  Health  Staff  are  examined  at  the  City  Lab- 
oratory, Nottingham  or  the  East  Midland  Agricultural  College, 
Sutton  Bonington  or  by  a public  analyst  at  Sheffield. 

Hospitals  and  Nursing  Services.  Most  of  the  cases  of 
illness  requiring  institutional  care  from  the  Borough  are  admitted 
to  either  the  Retford  and  District  Hospital  orto  one  of  the  hospitals 
in  Sheffield. 

Home  nursing  is  carried  out  by  district  nurses  provided  by 
the  Retford  Nursing  Association  which  is  maintained  by  public 
subscription. 

Tuberculosis.  The  care  and  diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  which 
holds  a T.B.  Clinic  at  the  Retford  and  District  Hospital  every 
Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases.  The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is 
also  provided  by  the  County  Council  Public  Health  Department, 
and  the  undermentioned  clinics  are  available  in  Nottinghamshire  ; 

Mansfield  West  Hill  Drive 

Men  . . Tuesday  . . 10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

Thursday  . . 6.0  p.m.  to  8.0  p.m. 

Women  . . dffiesday  . . 2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Wednesday  6.0  p.m.  to  8.0  p.m. 
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Worksop 

Men 
W omen 


Dispensary  Buildings,  Watson  Road 

Thursday  . . 10.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 


There  are  also  available,  the  following  VTnereal  Disease 
Clinics  in  adjacent  towns  : — 


Doncaster 

Men 

'Fuesday 

Royal  Infirmary 
5.30  p.m.  to 

7.30  p.m 

Friday 

9.0  a.m.  to 

1 1 .0  a.m. 

Fridav 

j 

4.0  p.m.  to 

6.0  p.m. 

Women  . . 

Monday 

4.0  p.m.  to 

6.0  p.m. 

Friday 

6.0  p.m.  to 

8.0  p.m. 

Gainsborough 

141,  Bridge  Street 

Men 

Wednesday 

6.0  p.m.  to 

7.0  p.m. 

Women  . . 

Monday 

10.0  a.m.  to 

12.0  noon 

Sheffield 

Men 

Tuesday 

Royal  Infirmary 
5.0  p.m.  to 

7.0  p.m. 

Wednesday 

6.0  p.m.  to 

8.0  p.m. 

FTiday 

5.30  p.m.  to 

7.30  p.m 

Women  . . 

Tuesday 

1 .30  p.m.  to 

4.0  p.m. 

Men 

Tuesday 

Royal  Hospital 
7.0  p.m.  to 

9.0  p.m. 

Thursday 

6.0  p.m.  to 

8.0  p.m. 

Friday 

7.0  p.m.  to 

9.0  p.m. 

Women  . . 

Thursday 

1 1 .0  a.m.  to 

1.0  p.m. 

Women  . 


Jessop  Hospital  for  Women 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  4.0  p.m.  to  6.0  p.m. 


Scabies.  During  1945  there  has  been  a considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  in  the  Borough  as 
shewn  hereunder  compared  to  the  previous  two  years. 

Number  of  cases  notified 
Cases  treated  at  home 
Cases  treated  at  Cleansing  Station 
Cases  receiving  institutional  treatment  Nil 

Cases  of  this  disease  continued  to  be  treated  at  the  Cleansing 
Station  in  Brewery  Lane.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  compulsory  cleansing  under  the  Scabies  Order  during 
the  year. 


1945 

1944 

1943 

65 

134 

158 

1 

Nil 

2 

64 

133 

155 

Nil 

1 

1 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


East  Retford  Corporation  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority  for  the  Borough.  A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  is  maintained  at  Wharf  Road,  where  clinics  are  held  as 
hereunder 


Mondays 

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

I'hursdays 


Babies  up  to  18  months  old. 
Ante- Natal. 

Babies  up  to  18  months  old. 
Children  18  months  to  5 years. 


At  these  clinics  mothers  are  advised  regarding  the  care  of 
their  infants  while  expectant  mothers  receive  advice  on  diet, 
exercise,  etc.,  and  are  medically  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  progressing 
satisfactorily. 

Infant  foods  and  vitamin  products  are  also  available  for 
purchase  at  cost  price. 

Dental  treatment  is  available  through  the  clinic  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Facilities  are  also  available  for  Orthopaedic  cases  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  the  Worksop  and  District 
Cripples’  Guild  Clinic,  Worksop.  32  children  attended  this 
clinic  during  the  year,  making  in  all  141  attendances. 


Ophthalmic  cases  can  be  seen,  by  appointment,  by  an  Oph- 
thalmic Surgeon  in  Sheffield,  and  during  1945,  four  cases  have 
been  examined  bv  him. 


Children  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  are 
dealt  with  at  the  Retford  and  District  Hospital.  The  number 
who  have  received  treatment  during  the  year  being  ten. 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  complicated  pregnancy  have 
been  seen  by  the  Obstetric  Specialist  in  Sheffield. 

(Even  hereunder  is  details  of  the  expectant  mothers  who  have 
been  confined  in  various  institutions  during  the  year  : — 


Number 


Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield 

6 

97 

County  Gen.  Hosp.,  Worksop 

24 

398 

Eaton  Hall,  Nr.  Retford 

30 

290 

60 

785 

10 

Days  in  Hospital  Cost 
/ 98  2 0 
I 249  15  0 

/:95  8 0 


/;443  5 0 


The  60  cases  so  accommodated  do  not  represent  the  total 
number  of  cases  who  should  really  have  been  admitted  to  hospital 
for  confinement  owing  to  unsuitable  housing  conditions,  but  on 
account  of  the  restricted  number  of  beds  made  available  to  this 
Authority  by  the  County  Council,  the  number  had  to  be  dras- 
tically curtailed. 

In  March,  1945  we  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  a qualified  Health  Visitor,  but  owing  to  housing  circumstances 
she  resigned  in  September  of  that  year,  and  once  more  Nurse 
Watson  had  to  take  over  the  health  visitor’s  duties  as  well  as  the 
supervision  of  the  Clinic. 

The  following  shews  the  number  of  sessions  held  at  the 


Clinic  and  also  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 
year. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  1945  . . . . . . 219 

Number  of  sessions  attended  by  VIedical  Officer  . . 83 

Number  of  examinations  made  (children).  . . . . . 916 

Number  of  sessions  made  (mothers)  . . . . . . 1261 

Average  number  of  children  and  mothers  examined  per 

session  . . . . . . . . . . . . IQ 

Number  of  individual  children  who  attended  Centre  . . 788 


Number  of  visits  paid  by  children  to  the  Centre  : — 

Under  1 year  6,498 
1 to  5 years  5,213  dVtal  11,711 

Number  of  individual  Ante-Natal  cases  who  attended  : — 
Evacuees  106 

Retford  232  d otal  338 

Number  of  individual  post-natal  cases  who  attended — 8 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitor  : — 

Children  under  1 year  of  age — 1,363 

Children  between  1 and  5 years — 1,932.  d’otal  3,295 

Home  Help  and  Domestic  Help  Schemes. 

Home  Help  and  Domestic  Help  Services  were  available 
until  October,  1945,  when  both  workers  resigned  and  their 
positions  were  not  filled  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  you  may  remember,  home  helps  were  available  for 
assisting  expectant  mothers  in  their  homes  during  their  con- 
finements, either  at  home  or  in  hospital,  whilst  the  domestic 
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help  is  available  for  assistance  in  the  homes  during  the  illness  of 
the  mother  or  her  absence  owing  to  the  illness  of  some  other 
member  of  the  family  who  is  away  from  home. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants  Scheme. 

In  August,  a scheme  for  the  care  of  Premature  Infants  was 
put  into  operation.  Under  this  scheme  provision  is  made  for  the 
special  care  of  these  infants  at  home  by  having  available  on  loan 
special  equipment  such  as  draught-proof  cots,  special  feeding 
bottles,  etc.,  etc.  Specialist  facilities  are  also  available  for  those 
requiring  it  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Jessop 
Hospital,  Sheffield,  for  the  admission  of  any  of  these  infants 
requiring  hospitalisation  along  with  their  mothers.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  4 infants  and  their  mothers  had  been  admitted 
to  Hospital  under  this  Scheme. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children  Scheme. 

In  February,  1945,  a scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children  as  outlined  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2866  was 
introduced  in  the  Borough,  ddiis  scheme  was  organised  through 
the  County  Almoners  Department  along  with  local  authorities 
in  adjacent  areas,  ddie  scheme  is  for  the  supervision  and  care  of 
illegitimate  children  and  to  generally  assist  and  advise  the 
mothers  of  those  children,  in  most  cases  unmarried  girls.  During 
the  year  14  cases  have  been  dealt  with. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

During  1945,  the  home  circumstances  of  8 cases  have  been 
investigated  before  adoptions  were  carried  through. 

'The  Health  Visitor  has  also  during  the  year  carried  out  the 
necessary  supervision  of  the  only  child  in  Retford  coming  under 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act  regarding  Child 
Life  Protection. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Domiciliary  midwifer)'  is  carried  on  in  the  Borough  by  the 
three  midwives  maintained  by  the  Notts.  County  Council. 

Day  Nursery. 

d'he  Day  Nursery  at  the  Old  Comrades’  Club,  The  Square, 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  and  to  capacity  throughout 
the  year.  In  November,  the  extension  to  the  buildings,  which 
had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  was  opened 
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pemiitting  a further  ten  children  to  be  admitted.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  only  two  parents  on  the  waiting  list  for 
admission  of  their  children  to  the  Nursery,  instead  of  the  usual 
number  of  forty  which  existed  during  War  Time. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

On  the  1st  April,  1945,  under  the  new  Education  Act,  all 
the  elementary  schools  in  the  Borough  were  taken  over  by  the 
County  Council,  and  the  usual  school  medical  service  was 
transferred  with  them.  School  clinics  are  held  in  Chancery  Lane 
on  Mondays  9.30  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  when  a Medical  Officer 
attached  to  the  County  School  Medical  Staff  attends,  and  on 
Thursdays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 

Dental  Clinics  are  also  held  in  the  same  building  on  Fridays 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  and  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  derived  from  deep  wells 
with  no  surface  storage  at  present,  although  a scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a water  tower  is  under  consideration.  All  the  houses 
in  the  Borough  are  supplied  direct  with  piped  water,  no  stand 
pipes  being  used.  During  the  year,  52  samples  of  water  before 
chlorination  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination, 
and  all  proved  satisfactory.  124  samples  of  water  in  supply, 
i.e.  after  chlorination,  were  examined  for  purity  and  all  except 
28  were  entirely  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
all  obtained  from  the  Newtown  area  of  the  Borough,  where  after 
extensive  laying  of  new  sewage  and  water  mains,  the  source  of 
contamination  was  eliminated. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  water  from  each  of  the  three 
sources  supplying  the  Borough  were  sent  for  full  chemical 
analysis  and  the  reports  arc  given  in  full  below  : — 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS 


No. 

1 Borehole 

No.  2 Borehole 

Oval  Well 

Untreated 

Untreated 

Untreated 

Suspended  Matter 

none 

none 

trace  (frag- 
ments of 
wood. 

Appearance  of  a 

clear 

clear 

clear 

column  2 ft.  long  . 

colourless 

colourless 

colourless 

Taste  . . 

normal 

normal 

normal 

Odour 

none 

none 

none 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  Parts  per  100,000 


No.  1 

No.  2 

Borehole 

Borehole 

Oval  Well 

Untreated 

Untreated 

Untreated 

'I’otal  Solids  dried  at  180  deg.  C 

19.5 

21.0 

21.5 

Chlorides  in  terms  of  Chlorine 

2.20 

2.20 

2.50 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

3.62 

3.62 

4.10 

Nitrites 

none 

none 

none 

Nitrates  as  Nitrogen 

0.22 

0.24 

0.26 

Poisonous  Metals  (lead,  etc.) 

none 

none 

none 

'Total  Hardness 

14.0 

15.4 

15.0 

'Temporary  Hardness 

10.0 

10.5 

10.0 

Permanent  Hardness 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at 

4.0 

4.9 

5.0 

80  deg.  F. 

0.010 

0.012 

0.014 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.0006 

0.0006 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.0010 

0.0010 

0.0014 

pH  Value  . . . . 

7.8 

7.8 

7.6 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

B.  Coil  Test  (VlacConkey’s  Bile 

Salt  Lactose  Broth) 

Probable  number  of  coliform 

organisms  per  100  ml.  . . 1 

Subcultures  of  the  non- 

showed  them  to  be  faecal  type. 

REMARKS. 

0 

0 

The  very  low  figures  for  Oxygen  Absorbed,  Ammoniacal 
and  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  given  by  the  three  samples  show  them 
to  be  of  a high  degree  of  organic  purity.  The  small  amount  of 
suspended  matter  present  in  the  Oval  Well  sample  consisted 
of  fragments  of  wood,  presumably  derived  from  the  well  tim- 
bers during  sampling. 

Bacteriologically  the  samples  are  satisfactory.  Although 
No.  1 Borehole  sample  showed  1 coliform  organisms  per  100  ml., 
this  was  of  the  non-faecal  type. 

The  three  samples  shew  only  slight  difference  in  Total 
Solids,  Chlorides  and  Hardness.  The  supplies  may  be  described 
as  being  slightly  hard. 

In  my  opinion  they  are  ideal  for  drinking  and  general 
domestic  use.  for  John  Evans  (A.  H.  Allan  and  Partners) 

Sth  July,  \9^S.  Hugh  Childs 

ddie  water  still  continues  to  show  no  evidence  of  Plumbo 
solvency. 
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Corporation  Swimming  Baths. 

During  1945,  four  samples  of  the  water  from  the  Corporation 
Swimming  Baths  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
proved  satisfactory  from  a bacteriological  point  of  view,  although 
in  each  case  the  quantity  of  residual  chlorine  was  lower  than  the 
desired  level. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  is  carried  out  through  the  whole  of  the  town  by  the 
local  authority  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  which 
is  not  of  the  control  type,  at  the  tip  in  Goosemoor  Lane.  During 
the  year  all  horse  drawn  transport  was  abolished  and  now  all 
house  refuse  and  street  sweepings  are  collected  by  means  of 
specially  constructed  motor  trucks.  During  1945,  2,190  loads 
of  house  refuse  were  collected  and  delivered  to  the  tip. 

During  the  year  the  second  refuse  collecting  vehicle  came 
into  use  enabling  the  collection  to  be  carried  out  at  10  day  in- 
tervals in  summer  and  every  14  days  during  the  winter. 

Salvage  was  also  collected  throughout  the  town,  238  tons 
being  obtained  during  1945.  This  shews  a slight  decrease  from 
1944’s  figure  of  269  tons  and  the  figures  for  1943  and  1942  of 
416  tons  and  502  tons  respectively. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage  in 
1945  was  ;64,174  14.y.  ^d.  and  the  nett  cost  after  deducting 
certain  charges  and  salvage  sales  was  (h.  \{)d. 

Vermin. 

During  1945  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  m 
clearing  houses  of  such  vermin  as  bugs,  fleas,  beetles  and  ants. 
For  bugs  and  fleas  the  bedding  is  steamed  and  the  walls  and  floors 
treated  with  a liquid  insecticide.  For  beetles  a liquid  insecticide 
and  a powder  is  used.  Ants  are  dealt  with  by  means  of  poisoned 
bait  in  the  form  of  arsenical  syrup. 

Rat  Control. 

A rodent  operator  was  appointed  for  the  Borough  in  April, 
1945  to  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Unfortunately  in  3 months  he  became  unwell  and  eventually 
had  to  resign.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  his  place  had  not  been 
filled.  During  the  year,  57  premises  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats,  and  these  were  all  dealt  with,  either  by  the  occupier  or 
the  Corporation.  On  two  premises  alone  over  120  dead  rats 
were  picked  up,  and  over  300  rats  were  known  to  have  been  killed 
by  the  rodent  operator. 

Three  business  premises  were  rat-proofed  during  1945. 

15 


Milk. 


'i'hc  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  during  1945,  208  visits 
were  paid  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  Retford.  At  the  end  of  the 
vear  there  were  20  eowkeepers,  12  of  whom  were  retailers  of 
milk  in  the  Borough.  There  were  also  5 other  retailers  of  milk 
with  dairies  in  the  Borough  and  8 retailers  of  milk  whose  pre- 
mises were  outside  the  town.  The  number  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies  under  supervision  remains  the  same  as  in  1944 — 25. 
Although  there  are  guaranteed  tubercle  free  herds  in  the  district 
no  milk  is  sold  as  “tuberculin  tested”.  One  licence  for  the 
production  of  pasteurised  milk  is  in  operation.  During  1945, 
this  pasteurisetl  milk  was  sampled  on  75  separate  days  and  on 
only  4 occasions  was  a small  pasteurising  error  discovered,  while 
on  only  two  occasions  did  the  bacterial  count  exceed  100,000  per 
millilitre.  109  samples  of  raw  milk  were  obtained  from  producer 
retailers  during  the  }'ear  and  submitted  for  the  Rasazurin  'Best. 
'The  results  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


“A”  93 

“B”  11 

“C”  5 

There  are  five  Accredited  herds  in  Retford  which  are  under 


the  supervision  of  the  County  Council. 

A summary  is  given  hereunder  of  particulars  regarding 
milk  supply. 

No.  at  Taken  off  Put  on  No.  at  end 
e/?Jo/1944  register,  register  o/1945 


Milk  Purveyors  . . 25 

Cow  Keepers  . . . . 20 


25 

20 


Ice  Cream. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  are  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  in  order  to  maintain  this  product 
in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition.  The  premises  in  which  the 
ice  cream  is  produced  are  also  kept  under  constant  supervision. 


Meat. 

The  meat  supply  for  a population  of  over  80,000  is  distri- 
buted from  Retford  and  559  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
houses by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  for  the  in- 
spection of  home  killed  meat.  Regular  visits  were  also  paid  to 
the  cold  storage  depot  to  inspect  imported  meat. 

44ie  total  weight  of  fresh  meat  condemned  was  119,910  lbs. 
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The  totals  in  previous  years  were  as  follows  ; — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


89,817  lbs. 
100,226  „ 
118,608  „ 
165,120  „ 
139,145  „ 


All  the  carcases  and  organs  of  animals  slaughtered  in  Retford 
were  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouses  before  removal. 


The  numbers  slaughtered  in  1945  and  previous  years  were : — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1945 

3,503 

759 

10,152 

335 

1944 

3,132 

718 

11,628 

369 

1943 

2,905 

559 

16,431 

385 

1942 

3,038 

393 

13,794 

343 

1941 

3,335 

448 

11,986 

886 

1940 

3,677 

159 

19,131 

2,822 

The  percentages  of 

animals 

in  which  visible 

tuberculous 

lesions  were  found  eithei 

' in  the 

carcases 

or  organs 

during  the 

past  five  years  have  been 

! 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Cattle  . . 22.5 

23.4 

31.1 

32.8 

27.0 

Pigs  . . 8.8 

11.9 

17.4 

16.1 

8.06 

Calves  . . 1.2 

1.0 

1.0 

1.3 

1.7 

This  disease  is  an  absolute  scouree 

o 

amongst  British  cattle 

and  the  cause  of  a great  loss  of  mwat  to  the  public  and  of  dairy 
cattle  to  the  farmer. 


All  condemned  meat  is  sent  to  a recovery  plant  where  it  is 
sterilized  and  converted  into  cattle  food,  fertilizers,  etc.  ITe 
public  can  rest  assured  that  the  meat  issued  to  them  is  free  from 
disease. 


Other  Foods. 

The  foodstuffs  in  the  shops  and  warehouses  are  submitted 
for  examination  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  if  any  doubt  exists 
as  to  its  quality.  1 he  following  list  shews  the  tood  condemned  as 


unfit  for  human  consumption 

during  the  year  : — 

Canned  Corned  Beef 

12  oz.  tins 

. 1418 

Canned  Corned  Beef 

6 lb.  tins 

65 

Chopped  Ham 

6 lb.  tins 

4 

Other  Tinned  Foods 

17 

913 

jam 

Butter 

Bacon  and  I lam 

Preserves 

Bovril 


88  lbs.  Sultanas 

28 j ,,  Biscuits 

123 h ,,  Dried  B'ruit 

5 ,,  Fish 


1 bottle  Cheese . . 

64i  lbs.  Cereals 

20  ,,  Lard  . . 

2 bottles  Fggs 


12  lbs. 

7 „ 

3 „ 

8 „ 


Margarine 

Sugar 

Sauce 


2 pkts. 
4|  lbs. 


678 


4'he  number  of  inspections  made  of  shops,  stalls  and  places 
where  food  is  prepared  - 329.  4'hree  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  found  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 


As  in  practically  every  other  part  of  the  Country,  Retford  is 
suffering  from  an  acute  shortage  of  houses  and  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  over-crowding  which  is  taking  place  owing  to 
the  return  of  men  and  women  from  H.M.  Services,  often  ac- 
companied by  their  wives,  husbands  and  children. 

'There  was  at  the  end  of  December,  1945,  867  applicants  on 
a waiting  list  for  Council  Houses,  and  of  this  number  213  have 
been  placed  on  a “priority  list”. 

During  the  year,  260  houses  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts  and  280  inspections  were  made  for  this  purpose.  Fortunately 
of  this  number  none  were  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  all 
the  260  were  found  to  be  short  of  being  reasonably  fit  in  all 
respects  for  human  habitation.  As  the  result  of  informal  notices, 
115  dwelling  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation. 
No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  sections 
9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Statutory  Action  was,  however,  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  the  case  of  11  houses,  requiring  the  defects  found 
to  be  remedied,  and  of  this  number  ten  were  then  attended  to 
by  the  owners.  No  action  was  taken  under  sections  11,  12  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  during  the  year.  Given  hereunder  is  a 
summary  of  the  conditions  found  during  the  year  regarding 
overcrowding. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 
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Housing  Act,  1936  (part  4). 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (l)Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . . . . . . . . _ jy 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  ..  31 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . . . 148 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 1 1 

(c)  (1 ) Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 28 

The  following  summaries  show  the  visits  made  by  tlie 

Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  and  the  nuisances,  etc.  dealt 
with. 

To  Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 539 

To  Shops  and  Stalls,  re  Food  Inspection  . . . . . . 427 

To  Properties  re  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . 148 

To  Properties  under  Notice  . . . . . . . . 272 

Po  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . . . . . . . . . . 208 

To  Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . . . 25 

To  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 42 

do  Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores  . . . . . . . . IQ 

To  Premises  re  Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . 131 

To  Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . I5 

To  Premises  under  Housing  Acts  . . . . . . . . 40 

To  Premises  re  Rats  . . . . . . . . 1 1 9 

To  Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 78 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . . . I5 

To  Miscellaneous  Visits  . . . . . . . . 359 

o 2^458 

Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with,  1945. 

Foul  or  Defective  Drains  and  Closets  . . . . . . 85 

Defective  Roofs,  Spouting  and  Dampness  . . . . 18 

Defective  Yard  Paving  . . . ( . . 3 

Houses  without  Ashes  Accommodation  . . . . I33 

Houses  Dirty  or  Verminous  . . . . . . 8 

Defective  House  Floors  . . . . . . 8 

Nuisance  from  Manure  or  Animals  . . . . 5 

Defective  Fire  Grates  . . . . . . 5 

Defective  Windows  . . . . . . . . 3 

Plaster — damp  or  defective  . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 29 
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304 


Contraventions  of  Bye-Laws,  Orders,  etc. 

Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . ■ . • • • • ^ 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . . . . . . . . 3 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . • • • • • • 1 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . . • • • 1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . . . • • 5 
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Given  hereunder  is  a report  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
which  applies  from  1st  July,  1938. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 


! 

Premises 

Inspection 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

FACrORIES  . . . . 

with  mechanical  power 

25 

1 

— • 

EAC'FORIES  . . . . 

without  mechanical  power 

— • 

— 

*OdTIER  PREMISES 
under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  en- 
gineering construction  but 
not  including  outworkers’ 
premises). 

1 

i 

'Potal 

25 

1 

I 

* Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 
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2— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

1 1 

1 

1 

Particulars 

FAund 

1 

i 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

' Number 
of  defects 
in  respect 
of  which 

1 Prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 



— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . ^ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

i — - 

1 

floors  ' 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . . 

— ■ 

' ' 

— 

— 

insufficient 

1 

unsuitable  or  defective 





_ 

not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

. 



Other  offences 

Not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Works  or' 
offences  under  the  Sec- 
tions mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  i 
of  Health,  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921 , and 
re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Fact- 
ories Act,  1937.) 

Total 

1 

— 

— • 

— • 
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In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  various 
Committees  with  whom  1 came  into  contact  for  their  help  during 
the  year,  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
which  I have  obtained  from  the  other  Departments  of  the 
Corporation. 

1 must  also,  as  usual,  say  how  much  I have  appreciated  the 
ready  assistance  w'hich  1 have  at  all  times  obtained  from  Mr. 
Smith,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  also  to  thank  Nurse  Watson 
and  the  office  staff  for  their  loyalty  during  the  year. 

1 am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Warrack, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


/ 
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Diphtheria  1 Case  Non-civilian 

1 Case  Diphtheria  Carrier 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOliS  DISEASES.— Borough  of  East  Retford 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH— 1945 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  1945 


BOROUGH  OF  EAST  RETFORD 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1945 
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